First Sociology of Bridge Research Update – Feb 2019

You are receiving this research update as you expressed an interest in our Sociology of Bridge projects at the University of Stirling. This is linked to the PhD in Bridge - the post was taken up by Kevin Judge on 1 Oct 2018. He describes his first four months of the PhD below. 

Both of us are now very involved in the Keep Bridge Alive Campaign and we hope you will join us in supporting it. Some info below and a leaflet is attached:
The University of Stirling has launched a global ‘Keep Bridge Alive’ CrowdFund campaign to establish the Sociology of Bridge and to communicate messages about the benefits of bridge beyond the bridge world. This emerging academic field explores interactions within the mind sport, well-being, healthy ageing and social connection as experienced in the bridge community. The key goals of this research are to transform the image of bridge, to increase participation and enhance the sustainability of the mind sport. 
The Keep Bridge Alive campaign aims to attract new players to our game via innovative and collaborative approaches (including targeted resources aimed at children, young people, families and those in their 40-50s as well as policy-makers, employers and teachers). Keep Bridge Alive is about taking action to share best practice, pool resources and develop an evidence-base to secure more investment in getting bridge into schools and local communities. Thus, the main aim is to re-brand and grow the global bridge community. 

For more details see:  https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/u5c0e5e7810869
I also talked about the Sociology of Bridge research projects on the Bridge Zone, a New Zealand Radio show, which you can access below: (2 Jan 2019, 19 and 26 Dec and 22 Aug 2018)
https://accessradio.org/ProgrammePage.aspx?PID=6379a3ce-8450-482c-bad1-6b4cc2574313
Please send us your feedback and comments in relation to any of our bridge research projects, or comment on the Sociology of Bridge blog developed by Kevin (see below).
Many thanks!  Sam   

s.v.punch@stir.ac.uk
Prof. Samantha Punch and Kevin Judge, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Stirling, FK9 4LA, Scotland
Kevin Judge’s Bridge PhD Update:

In my application to this studentship, I identified that the sustainability of Bridge was of the upmost importance and, to complete this, we needed to think about forgotten public spaces. While I still believe that the project will take the turn towards these sites, such as community halls and libraries, it is very encouraging to be part of the new University of Stirling Bridge Club. The club, situated in the campus library has opened its doors to the community, so a normally private venue has become an area of local engagement.

This is a brief outline of the first 4 months of the postdoctoral research project Bridging the Gap:
1. Granted ethical approval to conduct participant observations for new University of Stirling Bridge Club

2. Created my own blog, including links to UK and Ireland Bridge Unions https://sociologyofbridge.wordpress.com/
3. Written articles for blog
4. Presented at an international conference in Torun, Poland
5. Begun my systematic literature review

6. Submitted an abstract for SPARK International Journal, and has been accepted
7. Appointed Treasurer of the new University of Stirling Bridge Club
8. Active in the Keep Bridge Alive crowdfund campaign https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/u5c0e5e7810869 
9. Attended my first Bridge tournament

10. Begun to learn Bridge!

1. Before my PhD had officially commenced I was asked to consider conducting an ethnographic study of the new University of Stirling Bridge Club. An ethnographic study, or participant observation, is a method of data collection where the researcher is known to be recording information about the scene and setting of interest by all participants. Ethical approval means that it is conducted in accordance with the requirements and standards of university and discipline guidelines. It was a unique opportunity and a fantastic experience, as with the consent of all new Bridge players, I have been able to amass weeks of fieldnotes. These fieldnotes will contribute towards the PhD, by shaping research strategies and ensuring future publications.
2. I was asked quite early into my postdoctoral studies if I would create a blogsite to share my observations and the development of my research. We believed that this would be an excellent idea to network with Bridge Unions and their interested members. This has meant that I have quickly developed skills in blog creation and networking across social media. The blogsite is intended for bridge players and academic engagement.
3. Of course, a blogsite is nothing without content. I have been working on expanding my fieldnotes and uploading these observations online as blog posts for all interested Bridge enthusiasts. The Sociology of Bridge has been used because, at the very core of this research project, we are trying to understand intergenerational meanings and understandings of Bridge in the social context. This involves looking more broadly at how various perspectives of the sport (biographical accounts and experiences by young and older players, etc) combine and collide to produce the vibrant little social world of Bridge. The blog posts have been broadcast on New Zealand radio, on The Bridge Zone.
4. In early December, I presented at the Play and Life Long Learning conference in Torun, Poland, at the University of Mikolaja Kopernika. This was an excellent opportunity to introduce myself and the research questions we have developed to an international audience of experts, practitioners and players. There is a growing community of academics researching the benefits of Bridge, and we are placing this PhD project at the forefront of these studies.
5. I have begun conducting a systematic literature review for this postdoctoral research project. This is a fundamental part of the project and acts as a bedrock for the direction and decisions of the research. In my initial application for the studentship, I identified the themes of community, identity, leisure, and play, and these have been the focus of my reading. My current focus is the intersections of age in leisure and play.
6. The advantage of conducting a systematic literature review, and being part of a Bridge research community, means that I felt confident in submitting an abstract to SPARK International Journal. My abstract was accepted meaning that I will produce a publication from the data generated from participant observations and questionnaire responses involving the University of Stirling Bridge Club. This will be a new contribution to the research area, entitled “Lessons Learnt from Learning Bridge: A Sociological Exploration of the University of Stirling Bridge Club, Scotland” and is based on the overarching theme of “success and failure”.

7. I was invited to become the Treasurer of the newly established University of Bridge Club. I felt that I could make a positive contribution to the development of the club.
8. We have been involved in organising the Keep Bridge Alive crowdfund campaign. This is a small team of researchers looking to make the sport more sustainable through fundraising and knowledge exchange. The event will run for 8 weeks, between early February to late March, and we have weekly events planned as well as a range of online content for new and old Bridge players. We are hoping to generate funds and ideas that will contribute to the sustainability of Bridge and develop a network for many future research projects.
9. Building on the Keep Bridge Alive campaign, I was asked to help photograph and record promotional material for the crowdfund. It was interesting to get an early insight into the world of Bridge competition at New Melville Bridge Club.

10. And, finally, I have totally committed to learning to play Bridge. It has been very difficult trying to understand the conventions of bidding and learning the best way to play between dummy and my own hand. However, it is such a positive experience and an excellent compliment to long days studying and teaching. I have even been brave enough to visit a couple of local Bridge clubs, which was a nerve-wracking but very welcoming experience.
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